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Notice of Public Meeting on the Forsythe Project Area

September 29th, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
    Today’s edition presents the detailed description and specifics of the Forsythe Project reviewed in last week’s edition, but first, a review of Senate Bill 11-110 is appropriate due to the County’s intention to pass a permit ordinance (actually, the legislation is about an “open burning permit system” which is a more accurate description.)

   During the 2011 legislative session, Senate Bill 11-110 (SB 110) was passed and signed by the Governor. SB 110 requires that “Certain Boards of County Commissioners Develop An Open Burning Permit System For the Purpose of Safely Disposing of Slash.” (Note: “Certain” refers to those in heavily forested areas of Colorado.)

   It would be difficult to disagree with the legislative declaration of SB 110 – reducing hazardous fuels on state and private land benefits the general public by reducing the threat of unwanted wildfire.  

   “(I) The use of fire as a tool for the disposal of unwanted slash is most appropriate when accomplished with consideration of measures that contain the fire within a desired location, minimize smoke emissions, mitigate negative impacts to residual live vegetation and increase the consumption of the unwanted slash.” 

   The horrendous risks created by those inexperienced with burning slash obliterate the limited benefits such a permitting system might provide. 

   Section 2 of SB 110 sets forth even more troubling aspects of the proposed permitting system: 

   “(D) Consider existing scientific and applied knowledge of safe burning conditions, including considerations of, and the advisability of specifying permit limitations concerning the number of slash piles that may be burned at one time per person, who is monitoring the burn, the size of slash piles, temperature, humidity, snow cover, wind conditions, overhead and other types of electric utility facilities, including adequate distances from such facilities, fuel type and moisture content, slope and setbacks from real estate improvements.”  

   “(F) Include mechanisms to notify individuals with respiratory conditions, if requested by the individuals, and contiguous landowners of the date, time and location of slash pile burns.” 

   Why are “I”, “D” and “F” problematic?  To answer a question with a question – who will have the responsibilities of deciding and especially enforcing all the requirements and provisions set forth in “I”, “D” and “F”? 


Most likely, local sheriffs and fire districts will find the deciding and enforcing responsibilities on their “plates.”  In this day of ongoing budget crisis with not much improvement on the horizon, SB 110 provides no funding source for the requirements set forth in the legislation.   

   The Colorado Legislative Council points out in its Local Impact Analysis for SB 110, “The bill will increase local government costs in counties with significant forest areas that do not have an existing open burning permit system. One-time costs to develop a conforming permit system include legal and administrative costs.  After a permit system is established, the county will have continuing costs to process, issue, and enforce permits.  Other local agencies, such as fire protection districts, may also incur costs to enforce permits.  The administration of a permit system also incurs county government costs to notify neighbors and other individuals when a permit is issued.” So, where will the costs come from?  

   Locally, Gilpin County has a very effective and efficient slash disposal set up for use by Gilpin residents.  For those without hauling capability, county officials could CREATE JOBS by setting up a request for a hauling operation (seasonally available), for a minimal charge that could possibly be reduced for homeowners willing to load or help load their slash!!! Continuing with the present system means no additional burden of costs to the local fire district or to the sheriff. 

In this writer’s opinion, passing an open burning permit system is a solution looking for a problem when Gilpin already has a very effective and efficient slash disposal system in place – a system on which vast sums of money has already been spent. Such a permit system would unduly burden the sheriff’s office and the fire district, each already facing declining budget or outright shortfalls.  
Now for the details of the Forsythe Project: 

Treatments within lodgepole pine would include: 
 
Individual patch cuts – removal of all trees up to 5 acres


Group selections – Patch-cuts throughout single stands


Manual and Mechanical Thinning – Density reduction to favor trees left. This


treatment will be utilized much less than patch cuts and group selections due to 


the high potential for blowdown post treatment. 


Sanitation with removal cuts – Removal of mountain pine beetle infested pine


Trees with removal of green pine trees within sanitation areas to prevent blow-


down. (These cuts and salvage treatments would only occur with beetle 

infestations.) 

Treatments within ponderosa pine would include: 

Mechanical and Manual Thinning – Reduction of tree density to favor trees 


that would be left. 


Sanitation (would only occur with beetle infestation).


Salvage (would only occur with beetle infestation).

Reduce the amount of currently existing surface fuels and newly created fuels from treatment activities with slash treatment that may include:  

Mastication/crushing – break down of slash with heavy equipment; 

Chipping; 

Piling and Burning; and

Lopping and Scattering.
   Remove conifers from aspen stands through aspen restoration and meadows through meadow enhancement to provide habitat diversity and wildfire protection by enhancing natural fuel breaks. 

   Prescribed broadcast burning to reduce fire behavior potential, reduce existing fuel loading and fuel loadings from manual and mechanical treatments.  Burning operations will be limited to air quality and weather conditions allowing for safe execution of ignition operations with qualified fire personnel from multiple jurisdictions.  Total area to be burned (968 acres) would be broken up into multiple time periods and/or sections.  

   There will be use and improvement of existing roads and creation of temporary roads (to be obliterated after treatment) to access fuels treatment units. 

   Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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